Endoscopic suture retriever for endolaryngeal keel placement in treatment of anterior glottic webs.
Endoscopic placement of a laryngeal keel has traditionally required the use of a Lichtenberger endo-extralaryngeal needle passer, which is not universally available. We discuss a safe and technically simple alternate technique using an endoscopic suture retriever through a percutaneously placed angiocatheter that obviates the need for the Lichtenberger instrument. Case series. Two 14-gauge angiocatheters were passed through the anterior neck under telescopic visualization of the larynx. The suture retriever was inserted through the catheter and deployed within the larynx to withdraw a Prolene suture that was threaded through a Silastic keel. The keel was then tied in position over a sterile button on the anterior neck. This procedure was performed on 2 patients with excellent outcomes in both cases. Endoscopic keel placement is a widely used procedure for treating anterior glottic webs and requires suture passage from within the larynx to the anterior neck to secure the keel into position. This is the first report of an exo-endolaryngeal suture retriever for placement of a laryngeal keel. This technique provides a safe, reliable, and efficient alternative to endo-extralaryngeal needle puncture and uses materials that are available in many operating room settings.